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there is no wisdom, no enlightenment, no righteous-
ness, and no salvation, because Nirvana is not a local-
ity ? As a great and mighty wind which passeth over
the world in the heat of the day, so the Tathagata
comes to blow over the minds of mankind with the
breath of his love, so cool, so sweet, so calm, so deli-
cate ; and those tormented by fever assuage their suffer-
ing and rejoice at the refreshing breeze.''                  ~;!

Said Kutadanta: "1 feel, O Lord, that thou pro-
claimest a great doctrine, but I cannot grasp it. For-
bear with me that I ask again : Tell me, O Lord, if
there be no atman, how can there be immortality?
The activity of the mind passeth, and our thoughts are
gone when we have done thinking. "                         -4

Buddha replied : * ^Ourjth i nkjnj^                    r

Reasoning ceases, but knowledge

Said Kutadanta : "How is that ? Is not reasoning
and knowledge the same?"                                         2f>

The Blessed One explained the distinction by an
illustration : "It is as when a man wants, during the
night, to send a letter, and, after having his clerk
called, has a lamp lit, and gets the letter written.
Then, when that has been done, he extinguishes the
lamp. But though the lamp has been put out the
writing is still there. Thus does reasoning cease and
knowledge remain ; and in the same way mental activ-
ity ceases, but experience, wisdom, and all the fruits of
our acts endure."                                                       27

Kutadanta continued : " Tell me, O Lord, pray tell
me, where, if the samskaras are dissolved, is the iden-
tity of my self. If my thoughts are propagated, and
if my soul migrates, my thoughts cease to be my
thoughts and my soul ceases to be my soul. Give me